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The Human Condition

We believe that God created Adam and Eve in 
His image, but they sinned when tempted by 
Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are 

sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from 
God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s 
saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 

reconciled and renewed.



The Human Condition

Dignity
and

Depravity



Genesis 1
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all 
the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

 27 So God created man in his own image,
  in the image of God he created him;
  male and female he created them.

We believe that God created 
Adam and Eve in His image
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Genesis 1
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.”
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We believe that God created 
Adam and Eve in His image

Human beings resemble God, 
which enables us to represent God 

and reflect God’s character, 
in our relationships 

with God, people, and creation



Genesis 2
7 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a 
living creature. 8 And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in 
the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden 
to work it and keep it. 

We believe that God created 
Adam and Eve in His image



“Brother John, why is there such value and mystery to 
your existence? The really deep reason is because of 
this tiny, fragile, vulnerable precious thing about you 
called your soul. You are not just a self; you are a soul. 
‘The LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul.’ You’re a soul made by God, 
made for God, and made to need God, which means 
you were not made to be self-sufficient. 
       - Dallas Willard
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Psalm 139
13 For you formed my inward parts;
 you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.
14 I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. 
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The human condition is full of 
incredible and inherent dignity



…but they sinned when tempted by Satan. 



Genesis 3
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the 
field that the Lord God had made.

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of 
any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, 
“We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, 
‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst of the 
garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ 

…but they sinned when tempted by Satan. 
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Genesis 3
” 4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 

For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and 
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she 
also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

…but they sinned when tempted by Satan. 



Genesis 3
7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made 
themselves loincloths. 

…but they sinned when tempted by Satan. 



What is sin?

…but they sinned when tempted by Satan. 



“Sin is the revolt of the self against God, the 
dethronement of God with a view to the enthronement 
of oneself. Ultimately, sin is self-deification, the 
reckless determination to occupy the throne which 
belongs to God alone.
       - John Stott



The Bible presents sin by way of major concepts, 
principally lawlessness and faithlessness, expressed in 
an array of images: sin is the missing of a target, a 
wandering from the path, a straying from the fold. Sin is a 
hard heart and a stiff neck. Sin is blindness and 
deafness. It is both the overstepping of a line and the 
failure to reach it - both transgression and shortcoming. 
Sin is a beast crouching at the door. In sin, people attack 
or evade or neglect their divine calling…   
     - Cornelius Plantinga Jr.
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These and other images suggest deviance: even when it is 
familiar, sin is never normal. Sin is disruption of created 
harmony and then resistance to divine restoration of that 
harmony. Above all, sin disrupts and resists the vital 
human relation to God, and it does all this disrupting and 
resisting in a number of intertwined ways.    
   
       - Cornelius Plantinga Jr.
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What is sin?

…but they sinned when tempted by Satan. 

Self-enthronement
Self-deification

Rebellious treason



The human condition is full of 
tragic and inherent depravity



In union with Adam, human beings are 
sinners by nature and by choice 



Romans 3
10 None is righteous, no, not one;
 11  no one understands;
      no one seeks for God.
12  All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;
 no one does good,
 not even one.”
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1 John 1
8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say 
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
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Psalm 51
5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my 
mother conceive me.  
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In union with Adam, human beings are 
sinners by nature and by choice 

Proverbs 20
9 Who can say, “I have made my heart pure; I am clean from 
my sin”?



Jeremiah 17
9 The heart is deceitful above all things,
 and desperately sick;
 who can understand it?
10 “I the Lord search the heart
 and test the mind,
    to give every man according to his ways,
 according to the fruit of his deeds.”
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Matthew 12
33 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree 
bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit. 34 You brood 
of vipers! How can you speak good, when you are evil? For out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good person 
out of his good treasure brings forth good, and the evil person out 
of his evil treasure brings forth evil.
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1 Peter 2
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul.

In union with Adam, human beings are 
sinners by nature and by choice 
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Authority
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Self-determined
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Is the human heart a blank slate?
If we have both dignity and depravity it means our 

internal feelings are a shattered compass

Expressive Individualism

The Age of Authenticity



“Certainly nothing jolts us more rudely than 
this doctrine [of original sin], and yet, but for 
this mystery, the most incomprehensible of all, 
we remain incomprehensible to ourselves.”
       
       - Blaise Pascal 
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alienated from God, 
and under His wrath 



Romans 1
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 

For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse. 
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Romans 1
21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or 
give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they 
became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for 
images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and 
creeping things.

alienated from God, 
and under His wrath 



Romans 1
24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to 
impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 

because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is 
blessed forever! Amen.
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Ephesians 2
1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once 
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of 
the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of 
our flesh, carrying out the desires of the flesh and the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.
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The human condition 
needs deliverance



Only through God’s saving work in 
Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 

reconciled and renewed. 



Ephesians 2
4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with 
which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, 
made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 
saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he 
might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness 
toward us in Christ Jesus. 

Only through God’s saving work in 
Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 
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Ephesians 2
8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that 
no one may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.

Only through God’s saving work in 
Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 

reconciled and renewed. 



John 14
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except through me.

Only through God’s saving work in 
Jesus Christ can we be rescued, 

reconciled and renewed. 



The human condition is full of 
incredible and inherent dignity, 
tragic depravity, and in need of 

deliverance
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So…therefore…what now?

What have you tied your 
anchor to?

How’s your soul?
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