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Definition of the role of the Holy Spirit (Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology)
The work of the Holy Spirit is to manifest the active presence

of God in the world, and especially in the church.

This definition indicates that the Holy Spirit is the member of the
Trinity whom the Scripture most often represents as being present
to do God’s work in the world. Although this is true in some extent throughout
the Bible, it is particularly true in the new covenant age.

In the Old Testament, the presence of God was many times manifested
in the glory of God and in theophanies, and in the gospels Jesus Himself
manifested the presence of God among men.

But after Jesus ascended into heaven, and continuing through the entire
church age, the Holy Spirit is now the primary manifestation of the
presence of the Trinity among us.

He is the one who is most prominently present with us now.
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A theophany is a manifestation of God in the Bible that is tangible to the human
senses. In its most restrictive sense, it is a visible appearance of God in the Old
Testament period, often, but not always, in human form.
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Exodus 24:1-2; 9-18
! Then He said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the
elders of Israel, and worship from afar. 2 Moses alone shall come near to the Lord, but the others shall
not come near, and the people shall not come up with him.”

9Then Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel went up, 1°and

they saw the God of Israel. There was under His feet as it were a pavement of sapphire stone, like the
very heaven for clearness.!! And He did not lay his hand on the chief men of the people of Israel; they
beheld God, and ate and drank.

12The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that | may give you

the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which | have written for their

instruction.” 13 So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of
God. * And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur
are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.”

15Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 1 The glory of

the Lord dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day he called to
Moses out of the midst of the cloud. ” Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like

a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. ¥ Moses entered the
cloud and went up on the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
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Holy Spirit

We believe that the Holy Spirit, in all that He does,
glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ.
He convicts the world of its guilt.
He regenerates sinners,
and in Him they are baptized into union with Christ
and adopted as heirs in the family of God.
He also indwells, illuminates, guides, equips and
empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.
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John 16:4b-15

b “| did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you.
> But now | am going to Him who sent me, and none of you asks me, “‘Where are you going?’
® But because | have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.
7 Nevertheless, | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if | go, | will send Him to you.
8 And when He comes, He will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment:
J concerning sin, because they do not believe in me;
concerning righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

10
11

12 “| stjll have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.

13 When the Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth, for He will not speak on His
own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak, and He will declare to you the things
that are to come.

14 He will glorify me, for He will take what is mine and declare it to you.

15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that He will take what is mine and declare it to
you.
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glorifies the Lord Jesus Christ.

He convicts the world of its guilt. i,

He regenerates® slnners
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and adopted as heifsin the family of God.
He also indwells, |IIum|nates, guides, equips and

empowers believers for Christ-like living and service.
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%(Asw// So....therefore....what now?

The Christian life is not difficult.....

......lt’s Impossible......
...... without the presence and empowering of the

Holy Spirit!!!!!

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is the
permanent, personal presence of the Holy

Spirit inside every Christian. It begins the exact
moment a person places saving faith in Jesus Christ.
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Romans 7:24-25
24 Wretched man that | am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?
2> Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!
So then, | myself serve the law of God with my mind,
but with my flesh | serve the law of sin.
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Romans 8:1-17

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of
sin and death.

3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do.
By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh,

4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

®> For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the

things of the Spirit.



® For to set the mind on the flesh is death,

but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God,

for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot.
8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit,
if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Him.
10 But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin,
the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
11 If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
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12 5o then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh,
to live according to the flesh.
13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die,
but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.
15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”
16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ, provided we suffer with Him in order that we may also be
glorified with Him.
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The Holy Spirit has designed you for the role only you can
play in the story of God’s redemptive love.

\ /
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