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Clarity 



What has been revealed  (special revelation) concerning:
God ………………………………………Theology Proper
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The Human Condition ……………..Biblical Anthropology, 
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The Holy Spirit ……………………….. Pneumatology
The Church …………………………….Ecclesiology, Missiology
Christian Living ……………………….Sanctification,    
             Practical Theology
Christ’s Return …………………………Eschatology
Response and Eternal Destiny ……Eschatology
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We are committing ourselves to being 
compassionate and 

well-reasoned people 
who are adequately informed 

Biblically / Theologically.

 

C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Everyone has warned me not to tell you what I am going to tell you in 
this last book.  They all say ‘the ordinary reader does not want 

Theology; give him plain practical religion.’
I have rejected their advice.  

I do not think the ordinary reader is such a fool. 
 Theology means ‘the science of God,’ and I think any man who wants to 

think about God at all would like to have the clearest and most 
accurate ideas about Him which are available.  

You are not children: why should you be treated like children? 
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Standing at the beach observing 

the horizon does not require a map to 
enjoy the view.



We are committing ourselves to being 
compassionate and 
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The map is admittedly only coloured paper, 
but there are two thing you have to remember about it.  

• In the first place, it is based on what hundreds and thousands of people 
have found out by sailing the real Atlantic.  

 In that way it has behind it masses of experience just as real as the 
one you could have from the beach; only, while yours would be a 
single glimpse, the map fits all those different experiences together.  

• In the second place, if you want to go anywhere, the map is absolutely 
necessary.  

 As long as you are content with walks on the beach, 
 your own glimpses are far more fun than looking at a map.  
 But the map is going to be of more use than walks on the beach 
               if you want to get to America.
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• In the first place, it is based on what hundreds and thousands of people 
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single glimpse, the map fits all those different experiences together.  
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 your own glimpses are far more fun than looking at a map.  
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T h e o l o g y

Theology is a map.
It is a practical and accurate description of 

who God actually is, how He engages mankind, 
and how He has invited us to engage Him. 
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Orthopraxy

Ortho: from the Greek ‘orthos’ meaning 
‘straight,’ ‘upright’; ‘right’ or ‘correct’

(orthodontics, orthotics)
true, fair, accurate, trustworthy.

…a new of beliefs aimed at defending or 
excusing those new sets of behaviors.  

A new set of unbiblical behaviors 
or practices requires...



Today I want us to understand that the 
Bible is a map of theology given to us 
by God to help us understand how to 

navigate the journey of life, 
our relationship with God, 

our relationships with one another, 
and our relationship with ourselves.
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• Written over 1,600 years
• More than 40 different human authors                                                

(kings, prophets, fishermen, military leaders, Pharisee, tax                   
  collector, doctor)

• Three different languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek)
• Three different continents (Asia, Africa, Europe) 
• Various literary genres (history, poetry, law, prophecy, personal 

letters, wisdom, romantic instruction, etc.) 
• Influence on government, law, art, music, morality, literature
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• More than 40 different human authors                                                
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  collector, doctor)
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• Three different continents (Asia, Africa, Europe) 
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• Influence on government, law, art, music, morality, literature

One main theme:
God’s plan to redeem and restore 

humanity and creation 
through Jesus Christ.
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We believe that God has spoken in the Scriptures, 

both Old and New Testaments, 
through the words of human authors.

  

As the verbally inspired Word of God, 
the Bible is without error in the original writings, 
the complete revelation of His will for salvation, 

and the ultimate authority by which every realm of human 
knowledge and endeavor should be judged.

  

Therefore, it is to be believed in all that it teaches, 
obeyed in all that it requires, 

and trusted in all that it promises.
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As the verbally inspired Word of God, 
the Bible is without error in the original 

writings, the complete revelation of His will 
for salvation, and the ultimate authority by 

which every realm of human knowledge and 
endeavor should be judged. 

 



VERBALLY PLENARY INSPIRED

The phrase VERBALLY (plenary) INSPIRED word of God means that God guided the human 
authors of the Bible to choose the exact words through the inspiration of the Holy 

 Spirit, not just the general ideas or concepts, to write down His message.

This theological concept breaks down into a few core ideas:
•Verbal inspiration: God's divine guidance extends down to the specific words (verbal) 

written in the original texts, making the text completely trustworthy and free from
 error.
•Not mechanical dictation: It does not mean God turned the writers into mindless robots 

or used a trance-like dictation style where they passively took notes. Instead, God 
worked through the unique personalities, styles, and vocabularies of each human 
author while fully supervising the final result.

•Connection to plenary inspiration: This term is often paired with "plenary" (meaning full 
or complete), signifying that every part and every subject matter of the entire Bible 
is equally inspired by God, rather than just the overtly religious or spiritual 
sections.
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1. 

So….therefore....what now?

You have tie yourself to the anchor.

SS Edmund Fitzgerald
Sank in Lake Superior November 10, 1975

All 29 sailors of the crew were lost.

January 7, 1974 
Lost the bow anchor in the Detroit River.

Bow anchor is the primary anchor carried at the front (bow) of a vessel. 
It is designed to be securely stowed on a bow roller, allowing it to self-launch or be deployed 

quickly to keep the boat safely oriented into the wind and currents.



Ephesians 4:11-16
11 And He gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds
12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,
13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of  
God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 
carried about 

by every wind of doctrine, 
by human cunning, 
by craftiness in deceitful schemes.

15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him 
who is the head, into Christ,
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow 
so that it builds itself up in love.
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15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him 
who is the head, into Christ,
16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with 
which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow 
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1. 

So….therefore....what now?

You have to tie yourself to the anchor.

The only way to do that is to spend 
time in the Bible. Let it ground you

and anchor you in the truths of God.
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