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28 We proclaim Him, warning everyone and teaching everyone with all 

wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
29 For this I toil, struggling with all His energy 

that He powerfully works within me.
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Greek: teleios
Definition: Perfect, complete, mature, full-grown

Meaning: perfect, (a) complete in all its parts, (b) full grown, of full age, (c) specially of the 
completeness of Christian character.

Usage: In the New Testament, "teleios" is used to describe something that has reached 
its end or purpose, signifying completeness or maturity. It often refers to spiritual maturity 
or moral perfection, indicating a state of being fully developed in character and faith.
Cultural and Historical Background: In the Greco-Roman world, the concept of "teleios" 
was associated with achieving one's purpose or reaching a state of maturity.     

Philosophers like Aristotle used the term to describe the ultimate goal or end of a 
process. In the Jewish context, the idea of perfection was linked to living in accordance 
with God's laws and achieving spiritual maturity.
 téleios – mature (consummated) from going through the necessary stages to 

reach the end-goal, i.e. developed into a consummating completion by fulfilling the 
necessary process(spiritual journey).

[This root (tel-) means "reaching the end (aim). 
It is well-illustrated with the old pirate's telescope, unfolding (extending out) 

one stage at a time to function at full-strength (capacity effectiveness).]
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II Peter 1:1-15

1  Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ,
 To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours by the righteousness 

of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:
2  May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our 

Lord.
3  His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 
 through the knowledge of Him who called us to His own glory and excellence,
4  by which He has granted to us His precious and very great promises, 
 so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature,
 having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire.
5  For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue,
 and virtue with knowledge,
6  and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, 
 and steadfastness with godliness,
7  and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.



8  For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective 
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9  For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, 
 having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.
10  Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, 
 for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.
11  For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
12  Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, 
 though you know them and are established in the truth that you have.
13  I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder,
14  since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon,
 as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me.
15  And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to 

recall these things.
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Greek: doulos 

Definition: a slave, bondman, man of servile condition;
              one who gives himself up wholly to another's will,
---those whose service is used by Christ in extending and advancing His     
      cause among men; a servant, attendant.
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8   For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective 
or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

9  For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, 
 having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.
10  Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, 
 for if you practice these qualities you will never fall.
11  For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 

kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
12  Therefore I intend always to remind you of these qualities, 
 though you know them and are established in the truth that you have.
13        I think it right, as long as I am in this body, to stir you up by way of reminder,
14  since I know that the putting off of my body will be soon,
 as our Lord Jesus Christ made clear to me.
15        And I will make every effort so that after my departure you may be able at any time to 

recall these things.



So…..therefore……what now?
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II Peter 1:2

       May grace and peace  
be multiplied to you

in the knowledge of God 
and of Jesus our Lord.



Virtue Knowledge Self-control Steadfastness Godliness Brotherly 
affection Love

Vibrant
Faith

II Peter 1:1-15          Useful – Fruitful - Stable
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