




How do we gain spiritual insight, 
wisdom and power?



1 Corinthians 1
10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the 
same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s 
people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 
12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I 
follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is 
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul?



1 Corinthians 1
17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 
gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross 
of Christ be emptied of its power. 
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18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 



In our search for spiritual power and wisdom, 
the cross appears foolish to our dying world. 

But the cross is paradoxically where true 
power and wisdom are made known.
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18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

19 For it is written,
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
      and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”
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1 Corinthians 1
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 
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Romans 1:19-23
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to 
them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have 
been made. So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not 
honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and 
their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and 
birds and animals and creeping things.
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20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is 
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did 
not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the 
folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 

The paradoxical message: 
Humanity pursues wisdom and becomes foolish



1 Corinthians 1
22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 23 but we 
preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to 
Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men.
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The paradoxical message: 
We proclaim a crucified Messiah
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Gentiles, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, 
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is stronger than men.

Christ crucified, a scandal to Jews and folly to Gentiles

“Divinity, then, was for the very greatest of the great: for victors, and heroes, and 
kings. Its measure was the power to torture one's enemies, not to suffer it oneself: to 
nail them to the rocks of a mountain, or to turn them into spiders, or to blind and 
crucify them after conquering the world. That a man who had himself been crucified 
might be hailed as a god could not help but be seen by people everywhere across the 
Roman world as scandalous, obscene, grotesque.”

- Tom Holland, Dominion
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Galatians 3:13-14
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for 
us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree”— 14 so 
that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, 
so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.
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The crucified Messiah rescues us by 
being cursed so we do not bear the curse
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wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, 
not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish 
in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the 
world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and 
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to 
nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast 
in the presence of God. 
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The paradoxical people: 
God calls ordinary people into his family
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us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and 
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The paradoxical people: 
God calls ordinary people into his church for his glory



In our search for spiritual power and wisdom, 
the cross appears foolish to our dying world. 

But the cross is paradoxically where true 
power and wisdom are made known.



We proclaim a paradoxical message of a 
crucified Messiah as we live out our 

paradoxical identity as ordinary people who 
have received extraordinary grace. 



So…Therefore…What now?
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So…Therefore…What now?

The message of the cross is scandalous and 
offensive

Scandalous grace gives us our identity and 
defines our community

Jesus's teaching consistently attracted the irreligious while offending the Bible-
believing, religious people of his day. However, in the main, our churches today do 
not have this effect. The kind of outsiders Jesus attracted are not attracted to 
contemporary churches, even our most avant-garde ones. We tend to draw 
conservative, buttoned-down, moralistic people. The licentious and liberated or the 
broken and marginal avoid church. That can only mean one thing. If the preaching of 
our ministers and the practice of our parishioners do not have the same effect on 
people that Jesus had, then we must not be declaring the same message that Jesus 
did. If our churches aren't appealing to younger brothers, they must be more full of 
elder brothers than we'd like to think. 

– Tim Keller, Prodigal God
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The message of the cross is scandalous

Scandalous grace gives us our identity and 
defines our community

Boast in God’s strength, not your own
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