








There is no safe investment. To love at all is to be 
vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will certainly 
be wrung and possibly be broken. If you want to make 
sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no 
one, not even to an animal. Wrap it carefully round with 
hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock 
it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. 

- C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves



But in that casket—safe, dark, motionless, air-less—it will 
change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, 
impenetrable, irredeemable. The alternative to tragedy, 
or at least to the risk of tragedy, is damnation. The only 
place outside Heaven where you can be perfectly safe 
from all the dangers and perturbations of love is Hell.

- C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves





1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found 
a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from 
Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded 
all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, 3 and 
because he was of the same trade he stayed with them and 
worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. 4 And he reasoned 
in the synagogue every Sabbath, and tried to persuade Jews 
and Greeks. 

Acts 18
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- Rose in prominence to become most influential city in 
region economically and politically

- Geographically strategic location
- Prosperous, cosmopolitan, multi-cultural and pluralistic 

urban center.
- Entertainment center - Isthmian games, theater, concert hall
- Reputation for sexual exploration and expression



1 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 And he found 
a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from 
Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded 
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5 When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was 
occupied with the word, testifying to the Jews that the Christ 
was Jesus. 6 And when they opposed and reviled him, he shook 
out his garments and said to them, “Your blood be on your own 
heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 7 

And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius 
Justus, a worshiper of God. His house was next door to the 
synagogue. 
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8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, 
together with his entire household. And many of the 
Corinthians hearing Paul believed and were baptized. 9 And the 
Lord said to Paul one night in a vision, “Do not be afraid, but go 
on speaking and do not be silent, 10 for I am with you, and no 
one will attack you to harm you, for I have many in this city who 
are my people.” 11 And he stayed a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them.
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12 But when Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a 
united attack on Paul and brought him before the tribunal, 13 

saying, “This man is persuading people to worship God contrary 
to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to open his mouth, 
Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter of wrongdoing or 
vicious crime, O Jews, I would have reason to accept your 
complaint. 15 But since it is a matter of questions about words 
and names and your own law, see to it yourselves. I refuse to be 
a judge of these things.” 

Acts 18



16 And he drove them from the tribunal. 17 And they all seized 
Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him in front of 
the tribunal. But Gallio paid no attention to any of this.

18 After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave 
of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and 
Aquila.
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- Paul left Corinth in 51-52 and wrote 1st Corinthians from 
Ephesus three years later, around 55

- After Paul’s departure other important figures came through 
town (Apollos, Peter)

- Paul receives a report from “Chloe’s people” about divisions 
in the church (1 Cor. 1:11)

- Paul wrote an earlier letter that was misunderstood 
      (1 Cor 5:9-10)
- Paul received a letter with questions from the Corinthians 

(1 Cor. 7:1-2)
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Paul and the Corinthian Church

- 2 Corinthians was written one year later than 1 Corinthians, 
around 55/56

- Paul sent Timothy to visit and found church in turmoil
- Paul visited immediately but it was a “painful visit” 
      (2 Cor 2:1)
- Paul sent Titus with a tearful severe letter (2 Cor. 2:3-4)
- Many responded favorably but a rebellious faction 

remained and Paul wrote 2 Corinthians to address those 
who rejected him and the gospel. 
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1-4 – Response to Chloe’s report about divisions and factions
5 – Sexual sin and misunderstanding Paul’s teaching
6 – Lawsuits between believers in the church
6 – More issues with sexual sin
7 – Response to Corinthian letter and misunderstandings 
about sexuality, marriage, divorce, and singleness
8 – Idolatry and damaging the faith of others
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9 – Paul defends his apostolic authority
10 – More problems with idolatry
11 – Controversy over head coverings in worship gatherings 
11 – Flagrant dishonoring of the Lord’s supper
12-14 – Major disorder with spiritual gifts and lack of love
15 – Theological error about Jesus’ resurrection





1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, 
and our brother Sosthenes,

2 To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in 
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both 
their Lord and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1
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God is always at work in the midst 
of imperfect broken places, with 

imperfect broken people.
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God’s heart is to redeem the mess.

 Following Jesus is messy.



“Every human wish dream that is injected into the 
Christian community is a hindrance to genuine community 
and must be banished if genuine community is to survive. 
He who loves his dream of a community more than the 
Christian community itself becomes a destroyer of the 
latter, even though his personal intentions may be ever so
 honest and earnest and sacrificial.” 

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together



“The person who loves their dream of 
community will destroy community, but the 
person who loves those around them will 
create community.”

- Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together



So…Therefore…What now?

God’s heart is to redeem the mess.

 Following Jesus is messy.

The identity of the church is 
defined by Jesus, not the mess.
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