






1. Worship God alone
2. No idolatry
3. Do not take God’s name in vain
4. Remember the sabbath
5. Honor your father and mother
6. Do not murder
7. Do not commit adultery



Do not steal



Exodus 20

15 You shall not steal. 
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Exodus 20

15 You shall not steal. 

You must not steal. 

Never steal.



Proverbs 1

8  Hear, my son, your father’s instruction,
 and forsake not your mother’s teaching,
9  for they are a graceful garland for your head
 and pendants for your neck.
10  My son, if sinners entice you,
 do not consent.



Proverbs 1

11  If they say, “Come with us, let us lie in wait for blood;
 let us ambush the innocent without reason;
12  like Sheol let us swallow them alive,
 and whole, like those who go down to the pit;
13  we shall find all precious goods,
 we shall fill our houses with plunder;
14  throw in your lot among us;
 we will all have one purse”—



Proverbs 1

15  my son, do not walk in the way with them;
 hold back your foot from their paths,
16  for their feet run to evil,
 and they make haste to shed blood.
17  For in vain is a net spread
 in the sight of any bird,
18  but these men lie in wait for their own blood;
 they set an ambush for their own lives.



Proverbs 1

19  Such are the ways of everyone who is greedy for unjust gain;
 it takes away the life of its possessors.
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John 10

10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly.
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Luke 19

45 And he entered the temple and began to drive out those 
who sold, 46 saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be a 
house of prayer,’ but you have made it a den of robbers.”
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Malachi 3

8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How 
have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You 
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole 
nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the 
test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is 
no more need.
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You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole 
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test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of 
heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there 
is no more need.



John Frame, Doctrine of the Christian Life

Narrow forms of theft in Scripture
1. Property theft, normally requiring double restitution (Ex. 22:4, 7)
2. Kidnapping or manstealing, a capital crime (Ex. 21:16; Deut. 24.7; 1 

Tim. 1:10)
3. Swindling (Jer. 22:13-17; Amos 8:4-6; Hab. 2:9-12)
4. Stealing from widows and orphans, which is especially heinous 

(Matt. 23:14)
5. Defrauding employees (James 5:4)
6. Land theft (Isa. 5:8)
7. Unjust weights (Lev. 19:35-36; Deut. 25:15)
8. Misleading someone for economic gain (Prov. 20:14)



John Frame, Doctrine of the Christian Life

Broader forms of theft in Scripture
1. Stealing affection (2 Sam. 15:6)
2. False prophets, who steal God's word from the people and proclaim 

their own words as God's (Jer. 23:30)
3. False religious leaders as thieves and robbers (John 10:1)
4. Merchandising in the temple (Matt. 21:13)
5. Robbing God of tithes and offerings (Mal. 3:8; cf. Josh. 7:11)



John Frame, Doctrine of the Christian Life

Broader forms of theft in Scripture
1. Stealing affection (2 Sam. 15:6)
2. False prophets, who steal God's word from the people and proclaim 

their own words as God's (Jer. 23:30)
3. False religious leaders as thieves and robbers (John 10:1)
4. Merchandising in the temple (Matt. 21:13)
5. Robbing God of tithes and offerings (Mal. 3:8; cf. Josh. 7:11)

“If theft includes robbing God of his due, then we can understand how, 
in a sense all sin is theft. So the eighth commandment is a broad 
mandate upholding God's whole law.”



Psalm 24

1 The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein,

2 for he has founded it upon the seas
and established it upon the rivers.
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Romans 13

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 
who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the 
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 
murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a 
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.
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Ephesians 4

[what you were taught in Christ is…] 22 to put off your old self, 
which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt 
through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of 
your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the 
likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.
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Ephesians 4

25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you 
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of 
another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down 
on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let 
the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest 
work with his own hands, so that he may have something to 
share with anyone in need.



Ephesians 4

25 Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you 
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of 
another. 26 Be angry and do not sin; do not let the sun go down 
on your anger, 27 and give no opportunity to the devil. 28 Let 
the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing 
honest work with his own hands, so that he may have 
something to share with anyone in need.



Do not steal…



Do not steal…

Work hard and be 
generous



Proverbs 19

17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, 
and he will repay him for his deed. 



Acts 2

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through 
the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in 
common. 45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved. 
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“For it is disgraceful that, when no Jew ever has 
to beg, and the impious Galilaeans support not 
only their own poor but ours as well, all men see 
that our people lack aid from us.”

- Roman Emperor Julian, Letter to Arsacius in 362
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Don’t be a taker, 
be a giver!
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So…therefore…what now?
DON’T BE A TAKER

Stealing is dangerous for your soul

Recognize stealing in all its forms
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So…therefore…what now?
BE A GIVER

Be generous with all your resources 

Go crazy!



2 Corinthians 9

6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully. 7 Each one must give as he has decided in 
his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all 
grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all 
things at all times, you may abound in every good work.



So…therefore…what now?

Don’t be a taker, 
be a giver!
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