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18 And Jesus came and said to them,
 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
19  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
 baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
20  teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
 And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”



Handbook for Discipleship
…it’s not a class, a project, a program, 

a ‘check the boxes’, nor an accomplishment. 
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…it’s being a surrendered follower 

of a glorious Christ…
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Handbook for Discipleship
…Who not only has the answers to the 

questions of life, but Who is the answer.

Review…
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being a follower of Christ…
 

…He is the true King and His is the true Kingdom…
       …both now and forever.
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‘Conflict’ 
is the secondary theme through which we understand 

being a follower of Christ…
 

…the world is diametrically opposed to 
the kingdom of God and His authority…

        …now but not forever.
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Matthew 21:1-32
Conflict over who has authority

v. 1-11 Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)
v. 12-17 Jesus Cleanses the Temple
v. 18-22 Jesus Curses the Fig Tree
v. 23-32 Jesus’ Authority is Questioned and Challenged



21: 1-11
v. 1-11 Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday)

18 In the morning, as He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, He went to it and found nothing on it but only 

leaves. And He said to it,
  “May no fruit ever come from you again!”
    And the fig tree withered at once.
20 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, 
  “How did the fig tree wither at once?”
21 And Jesus answered them,  
  “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do 

   what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain,
   ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.
22    And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
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18 In the morning, as He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, He went to it and found nothing on it but only 

leaves. And He said to it,
  “May no fruit ever come from you again!”
    And the fig tree withered at once.
20 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, 
  “How did the fig tree wither at once?”
21 And Jesus answered them,  
  “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do 

   what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain,
   ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.
22    And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

v. 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 
prophet (Zechariah), saying, 
“Say to the daughter of Zion, 

‘Behold, your king is coming, humble, and mounted on 
a donkey, a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.’”
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v. 12-17 Jesus Cleanses the Temple

18 In the morning, as He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, He went to it and found nothing on it but only 

leaves. And He said to it,
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    And the fig tree withered at once.
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  “How did the fig tree wither at once?”
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   ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.
22    And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”
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18 In the morning, as He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, He went to it and found nothing on it but only 

leaves. And He said to it,
  “May no fruit ever come from you again!”
    And the fig tree withered at once.
20 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, 
  “How did the fig tree wither at once?”
21 And Jesus answered them,  
  “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do 

   what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain,
   ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.
22    And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

v. 12 And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold 
and bought in the temple, and He overturned the tables of the 

money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons.  
V.13 He said to them, 

“It is written (in Isaiah), 
‘My house shall be called a house of prayer’, 

but you make it a den of robbers.”



21: 18-22
v. 18-22 Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

18 In the morning, as He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, He went to it and found nothing on it but only 

leaves. And He said to it,
  “May no fruit ever come from you again!”
    And the fig tree withered at once.
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22    And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”



21: 18-22
v. 18-22 Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

18 In the morning, as He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
19 And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, He went to it and found nothing on it but only 

leaves. And He said to it,
  “May no fruit ever come from you again!”
    And the fig tree withered at once.
20 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, 
  “How did the fig tree wither at once?”
21 And Jesus answered them,  
  “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do 

   what has been done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain,
   ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen.
22    And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

When the fig tree claims to be authentic by having 
leaves but no fruit, Jesus says…

(v.19b) “May no fruit ever come from you again!”
…and…

“the fig tree withered at once.”



21: 23-32
v. 23-27 Jesus’ Authority is Questioned and Challenged

23 And when He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up 
to Him as He was teaching, and said,
 “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?”
24 Jesus answered them,
  “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, 
   then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things.
25    The baptism of John, from where did it come?
   From heaven or from man?”
    And they discussed it among themselves, saying, 
   “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us,
   ‘Why then did you not believe Him?’
26      But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, 
    for they all hold that John was a prophet.”
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23 And when He entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up 
to Him as He was teaching, and said,
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24 Jesus answered them,
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25    The baptism of John, from where did it come?
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21: 23-32
v. 23-27 Jesus’ Authority is Questioned and Challenged

27 So they answered Jesus, 
  “We do not know.” 
    And He said to them,
  “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.



21: 23-32
v. 28-32 Jesus’ Authority is Questioned and Challenged

27 So they answered Jesus, 
  “We do not know.” 
    And He said to them,
  “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

28   “What do you think? 
   A man had two sons. 
    And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 

   today.’
29     And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and 

   went.
30     And he went to the other son and said the same. 
    And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go.



21: 23-32
v. 28-32 Jesus’ Authority is Questioned and Challenged

31     Which of the two did the will of his father?”
 They said, 
    “The first.” 
 Jesus said to them,
    “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the 
   kingdom of God before you.
32        For John came to you in the way of righteousness, 
   and you did not believe him, 
    but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. 
      And even when you saw it, 
   you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.
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He is looking for us to have a ’yes – yes’ 
response of obedience to Him.
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So…therefore…what now?
Jesus Christ has all authority.

…the spirit of our day (sitz im leben) is one of rebellion and anarchy…

He is looking for us to have a ’yes – yes’ 
response of obedience to Him.

…like the tax-collectors and prostitutes.

Yes, I need you… 
& 

Yes, I will turn away from _____ and toward you.






















